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Birgitte Kolrud – Senior investment manager at Norfund 

 

Birgitte holds a Law degree from the University of Oslo, and a Master’s degree in 

European Multidisciplinary Studies from the College of Europe. Birgitte worked four 

years as an attorney-at-law and joined Norfund in 2000. Currently Birgitte is a senior 

investment manager. Besides her work at Norfund, Brigitte also serves on several 

boards. Examples are her vice chairmanship at Nettpartner Holding, a private markets 

investment group, and her membership of the board of the Diakonhjemmet hospital.  

 

Norfund – the Norwegian Investment Fund for Developing Countries – was established by 

the Norwegian Parliament in 1997. The organization is the government’s main instrument for combatting poverty through 

private sector development and Norfund’s objective is to contribute to sustainable commercial businesses in developing 

countries. Funding is provided via capital allocations from Norfund’s development assistance budget. Norfund’s main 

investment regions are Southern and Eastern Africa, and has offices in Nairobi, Johannesburg and Maputo. Norfund also 

invests in selected countries in South-East Asia and Central America via regional offices in Bangkok and San José. 

 

 

Monica Brand – Founder and Managing Director of the Frontier Investments Group 

 

Monica Brand studied Economics at Williams College and obtained an MBA and MA 

of education from Stanford University. She has over two decades of working experience 

in a variety of countries solving strategic, operational, and financial issues for both high 

growth companies and social enterprises. Currently Monica is the managing director of 

the Frontier Investments Group, a venture equity fund investing in companies that 

expand and enhance the financial services available at the base of the pyramid. The 

Frontier Investments Group is sponsored by ACCION International and seeks to 

catalyze new business model for microfinance. 

 

Monica worked at ACCION as vice president of product development for 10 years, where she managed ACCION's efforts 

to develop new financial products tailored to low income clients throughout the southern hemisphere. ACCION is a global 

nonprofit dedicated to building a financially inclusive world with economic opportunity for all, by giving people the 

financial tools they need to improve their lives. ACCION has over the last 50 years helped create 64 micro-finance 

institutions in 32 countries on four continents, that today reach millions of clients. Currently ACCION’s impact investing 

initiatives are pushing beyond microfinance to catalyze more than 20 innovative start-ups dedicated to improving the 

efficiency, reach and scope of financial services for the poor. 

 

 

Jasper Snoek – CFO at DOEN Foundation 

 

Jasper holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration from the University of 

Groningen, and studied Risk and Crisis Management at the University of Panthéon-

Sorbonne in Paris.  

 

Jasper is CFO-Executive Director of DOEN Foundation, a charity that uses the annual 

proceeds received from three Dutch Charity Lotteries (the Postcode, BankGiro and 

Friends Lotteries) to finance entrepreneurial initiatives in the field of sustainable, 

cultural and social innovation. Jasper has extensive experience in SME financing. At 

DOEN his responsibilities include the worldwide impact investment portfolio of equity 

and loans to a range of SMEs and in investment funds. Jasper serves also on the board 

of ProCredit Holding AG. 
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Mirco Goudriaan - Senior policy advisor Dutch Good Growth Fund at the 

Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

Mirco studied Development Economics at Erasmus University Rotterdam and started 

his career as an economic researcher at SEOR/Erasmus. He joined the Dutch Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs in 2007 and worked on policies regarding the effectiveness and 

improved coherence of development cooperation. Currently he is working as a senior 

policy advisor at the Department for Sustainable Economic Development, where he was 

involved with the creation of the Dutch Good Growth Fund. He currently coordinates 

the Local SME Financing part of the DGGF, executed by PwC/Triple Jump.  

 

 

Clemens Gerteiser – Head Fund of Funds Investments at Triple Jump BV 

 

Clemens is the head of Triple Jump’s Fund of Fund department; the investment team 

that selects and manages investment funds that in turn invest in SME’s in developing 

markets. The main responsibility of his team is the investment selection and 

management of the DGGF financing local SME’s investment portfolio. He has been 

with Triple Jump for xx years, first as Investment Officer for the Africa Team. Prior to 

joining Triple Jump, Clemens was business manager of an international school in 

Leipzig. Previously he was CFO at a microfinance bank in Mozambique and he started 

his career as a management consultant at the Boston Consulting Group in Berlin for five 

years. Clemens has a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics and a Master’s in Environmental 

Sciences from Bayreuth, Germany.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


